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         November 2023 

   Soaring High with Eagle Pride! 

 

Dear Parents, 

It is hard to believe that November is here! We will 

be out of school from Monday, November 20 – Fri-

day, November 24th. School will resume on Mon-

day, November 27th. As Thanksgiving approaches, 

the spirit of the season moves the students and 

staff at Eastbrook Elementary School to reach out 

to others less fortunate, to spend time with our 

loved ones, and to give thanks. 

In the spirit of Thanksgiving, I would like to extend 

my sincerest gratitude to each and every one of 

you for your commitment to Eastbrook. Being part 

of a community that embraces the true meaning 

of Thanksgiving is one of the many aspects that 

makes Eastbrook such an amazing school, and for 

that, I am grateful. May you have a wonderful, 

restful, and enjoyable holiday time with your family 

and loved ones. 

All the best, 

Mrs. Herndon 
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR  

November 1—Student Safety Council Lunch 

November 1—Eastbrook Food Pantry is Open 

November 2-Succss Club Tutorial Begins  

November 5—Daylight Savings Time End (Fall Back)  

November 6—Kids Heart Challenge Begins 

November 6-10—Eastbrook Book Fair  

November 6-8-School Safety Survey -Grades 4 & 5  

November 7-3rd Grade to Solar Bears Game 

November 7-Fall Picture MakeUps/Retakes 

November 8-Eastbrook Food Pantry is Open 

November 9—Teacher Talent Show 

November 10—Veterans Day Celebration 

November 13-17-National Education/Kindness  Week 

November 14-Teach-In 

November 15—Eastbrook Food Pantry is Open 

November 15—Tuskawilla Middle School Visits 

November 16-Mr. Richard visits First Grade  

November 16-Progress Reports posted -Family Access  

November 16 & 17-Grade 5 to Environmental Center  

November 17– Last Day for Kids Heart Challenge 

November 20-24-Schools Closed—Fall Break 

November 23– Happy Thanksgiving 

November 27-Sawgrass Presentation –Grades 2 & 4 

November 29-SAC Meeting                               7:30am 

November 29-Eagle Excellence Lunch 

November 30-PTA Board Meeting                     5:30pm 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Eastbrook-Elementary-School/240622536099034
https://twitter.com/eastbrookeleme1


2 

Eagle Press: Primary Classes 

Hello Kindergarten Parents: 

     Every month we say the same thing, "Can 

you believe it's November"?  Well, it is November, 

and we can't believe how fast it's all going.  Last 

quarter we celebrated our first quarter Sight Word 

champions, and it was fun. However, don't forget 

that while our kiddos did a fantastic job, sight words 

are a building process.  Next quarter the students 

will have to know first quarter and second quarter 

sight words.  Please keep practicing sight words 

with your child and continue to include first quarter 

words as well.    

      As we move into the Holiday Season, we would 

like to thank you for all you do to help us, help our 

students. 

November brings lots of excitement. The chil-

dren will be invited to preview books and 

then shop at our annual Fall Book Fair! The stu-

dents will get a chance to see Eastbrook teachers 

and administration in a whole new light in our annu-

al Talent Show. Veterans will be honored at an out-

side celebration complete with the Eastbrook Cho-

rus. On a more academic side, Second Grade is 

moving right along. Some students have been par-

ticipating in W.I.N which stands for What I Need. This 

W.I.N time provides for small group instruction on a 

variety of reading skills to help strengthen areas of 

need in reading.  

In reading, we continue to work on long and 

short vowel sound patterns as well as decoding and 

blending letters to read and write words. The stu-

dents have now been introduced to both fiction 

and non-fiction stories.  With both fiction and non-

fiction texts we continue to work on understanding 

the central idea and relevant details.  

In math, students have been learning about a 

variety of different tools and strategies to add and 

subtract numbers to 100. Extra practice on basic ad-

dition and subtraction facts can make learning the 

higher numbers easier. Please remember, that at this 

grade level, they are not regrouping in the standard 

way. We are teaching the students to show a visual 

representation of their math problems.  They are re-

quired to show a strategy they learned in class when 

they take their assessment.  The algorithm method is 

not yet taught or used at 

this grade level. It will be 

taught next year in 3rd 

grade. Please see below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, we will end 

FInally we will end this month with our first in-house 

field trip. We have the great privilege of having Saw-

grass, a Native Indian, come to Eastbrook to share 

wonderful artifacts and interesting stories about his 

culture.  Thank you for your continued support! 

         Happy November First Grade Families!  

November is a month filled with gratitude, which is 

so important as we gear up for the upcoming holi-

day season. First of all, we are grateful to all of the 

members of our Eastbrook family who have served 

or are currently serving our country in the military. 

It is a tremendous sacrifice that you make for us, 

and we are forever in your debt.  

Secondly, our first-grade team reflects on all the 

good in our lives and we must note our amazing 

students and their families. We appreciate your 

continued support.  

November will keep us very busy. We have our in-

house field trip on November 16th. Please make 

sure the permission slip has been turned in for your 

child to attend.  

In Social Studies, we will be discussing economics. 

We will discuss needs vs. wants and goods and 

services.  

In Reading, we will be starting our unit on changes 

over time. We will be using fiction and non-fiction 

texts to explore changes in time.  

In Math, we learn many different strategies to help 

us add and subtract within 20.   

In science, we will begin our unit on observing 

stars. The students will be learning that there are 

more stars in the sky than we can count. We will 

also be learning about magnifiers.   

We hope you will have a safe and happy Thanks-

giving holiday and enjoy family time together. 
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In the month of November, our third graders 

will be finishing Unit 2 for English Language 

Arts which explained how people solve prob-

lems and come up with solutions. Unit 3 will help stu-

dents explain why individual qualities are important 

and explain why historical events are important.      

In social studies, students will be learning how history 

and culture shape our community.                            

In science, our focus will be on different forms of en-

ergy, which include: mechanical, sound, electrical, 

and heat energy.                                                         

For mathematics, the focus will be on multi digit ad-

dition and subtraction with regrouping, and learn-

ing how multiplication and division are related. 

Please make sure third graders are reading every 

night and practicing their multiplication facts.   

Eagle Press: Intermediate Classes 

 

          We have a lot to be thankful for this  

            month! SO many exciting things have 

gone down already in 5th grade. We have had 

TWO visits to the Physics Bus and learned all 

about different types of energy! We even got to 

see our teachers get SHOCKED! We also got to 

take an amazing trip to the Dr. Philips Center to 

watch the Orlando Philharmonic. In November 

we will look forward to taking our trip to the Mud 

Walk, a Seminole County tradition!  

 In Science, we are moving on the force and 

motion. We will explore how there are many dif-

ferent types of forces that can cause motion 

and when applying forces to objects the more 

force acting on the object, the bigger the 

change in motion and the more mass an object 

has, the less effect a force will have on its mo-

tion. 

In 5th grade Math, we are diving deeper into 

multiplication with whole numbers. We will be 

able to multiply three digit numbers by two digits 

with models and by using standard algorithm. 

We will also start to multiply whole numbers by 

numbers with decimals.  

5th Grade RAMP, we will be able to plot and 

order numbers on the coordinate grid, including 

all four quadrants. We will also solve problems 

about distance, perimeter, and area on the co-

ordinate grid. Then, we will move on to learn 

about rates and ratios.  

ELA is spending all of November and December 

learning about IDEAS. We will gain knowledge 

around the Big Idea, what kinds of experiences 

can lead to new discoveries. We will read sever-

al selections over the course of six weeks about 

the different ways that you can put a plan into 

action. 

Finally, in Social Studies, we are continuing on to 

learn about life in Colonial America. Different 

colonies had different geography, natural re-

sources, commerce, and people. We will take a 

look into how these different regions contributed 

to the formation of our country. 

            Happy fall! Our fourth graders have been     

             busy, busy, busy and are working very hard 

in class.   

In ELA, we will continue to read various texts that 

focus on reading to further understand text. They 

have been and will continue to work on using their 

inferencing skills to determine the author's perspec-

tive. In writing we are working on text-based argu-

mentative essays.  

In math students will be using operations with 

whole numbers to solve real world problems. 

Please continue to practice multiplication facts 

with your child every night!  

In science students have been enjoying the hands-

on labs and learning about the five different forms 

of energy. We will then be moving along to Earth's 

motion, sun, moon, and stars.  

In social studies we wrapped up our geography 

unit and we will be moving on to Florida's history. 

With learning about Florida's history, we will have 

Mr. Sawgrass visit our school to talk about how Na-

tive Americans lived long ago. Please continue to 

make payments for our St. Augustine field trip. All 

payments are due by December 1st.  

Thank you for your continuous support at home to 

help your child succeed in fourth grade! We hope 

you all have a safe and happy Thanksgiving holi-

day and enjoy family time together!!  
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Eastbrook Local News: RAMP/Special Areas 

RAMP 4 & 5 
November finds the RAMP classes finishing our Fractions unit and 

moving to our Place Value with Whole Numbers and Decimals unit.  

We will begin by relating our knowledge of fractions, including mixed 

numbers and fractions greater than one to decimals.  From there, we 

will explore place value to the thousandths place and learn how to 

represent those numbers in standard, word, and expanded form.  

With a good foundation of multi-digit numbers to the thousandths 

place, students will then plot, order, and compare those numbers.  

The unit ends with rounding.  First, rounding numbers from 0 to 10,000 

to the nearest 10, 100, and 1,000 as well as rounding multi-digit deci-

mals to the thousandths, to the hundredths, to the tenths, or a whole 

number. 

In the month of November students will plot, order, and compare 

positive and negative rational numbers using vertical and horizontal 

number lines. They will learn the absolute value of a number by stat-

ing how far a number and its opposite are from zero.   Students will 

also apply this knowledge in a mathematical or real-world context 

when talking about distances, temperatures, finances, etc. At the 

end of the month, we will begin a unit on coordinate planes.  Stu-

dents will extend their previous understanding of plotting rational 

numbers and plot ordered pairs in four quadrants, finding distances 

between the ordered pairs, and solving real world problems, includ-

ing finding the perimeter and area of a rectangle. 

Music  On October 27 the, the Eastbrook Chorus sang the Na-

tional Anthem at the Orlando Solar Bears hockey game at the Am-

way Center as part of Eastbrook’s Spirit Night with the Solar Bears. 

What an electric filled night for our Eagles. If you were there, thanks 

for cheering for us!  

On November 10th the 4th and 5th Grade Chorus members will per-

form at Eastbrook’s Annual Veterans Day Celebration.  The members 

will be joined by the Lake Howell Jazz Band and N.J.R.O.T.C. Color 

Guard.  The program begins at 10:00 a.m.  The community is welcome 

to attend.  

Eastbrook Annual Veterans Day Celebration will take place Novem-

ber 10th at 10:00 a.m. On this day, we pay tribute to all the people 

who have served in any branch of the armed services.  The communi-

ty is invited to the program that will include the Eastbrook Chorus, 

Lake Howell Jazz Band, and a special exhibition by Lake How-

ell’s N.J.R.O.T.C Drill Team.  Veterans and their family members are in-

vited to a continental breakfast provided by Action Church before 

the program at 9:15 a.m. Please R.S.V.P. to Alice Hickey in the front 

office 407-746-4954 or by email Alice_Hickey@scps.k12.fl.us.    

 

Eastbrook Food Pantry  
If your family is in need of 

food, please email Mrs. 
Hickey at   

alice_hickey@scps.k12.fl.us 

We will prepare a bag for 

you and send it home with 

your child each Friday.  You 

can also pick it up each 

week if you prefer.  

This support is available 

to all families and your re-

quest for assistance will re-

main private.  

In November we will have 

our food pantry open for 

families to come from 9:00-

10:00 AM on Wednesdays.  

Please see the attached fly-

er for more information. 

Thank you!    

Art Corner   

We had so much fun making 

pumpkins, monsters, and other 

spooky art in October.  4th and 

5th grade students did an awe-

some job on their sewing pro-

jects.  I hope they are inspired 

to sew more at home!  

This month we are continuing 

our fall themed projects. We will 

use oil pastels, watercolor, tissue 

paper, and collage to make fall 

landscapes and still lifes.   

I hope you have a fun and rest-

ful Thanksgiving break.  Thank 

you for your continued support. 

PE  For the month of November, the Eastbrook PE program is going 

to get festive involving many games with the upcoming holidays. Hal-

loween and Thanksgiving games will help the Eastbrook students get 

even more excited! Having characters like ghost and ghouls then 

transferring over to turkeys and what it means to be thankful! 

mailto:melanie_johnson@scps.k12.fl.us?subject=Parent%20Question
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   Soaring High with Eagle Pride! 

Congratulations to our  

Eagle Expectations Award Winners  

for October. We are proud of you! 

Cameron Tarr Kindergarten 

Felipe Tavares First Grade 

Serena Bench Second Grade 

Avery Place Third Grade 

Jeinel Pilier Rivera Fourth Grade 

Joseph Soriano Fifth Grade 

Bailee Strickland Shawn Noziere 

Dylan Percopo Mason Warner 

Atarah Mather Ralin Whatton 

Elliott Gates Giovanni Todaro 

Raelyn Nazworth Ruth Lara-Martinez 

Skylar Hunt Carter Haettich 

Lawson Gill Zoe Thomason 

Kadence Randle Marcus Anthony   
Mitchell 

Aidan Langford Heon Kim 

Layla Cappuccio Annabelle Lowery 

Evan Arce Colon Isabella Torres 

Juliana Baez Lily Lopez 

Bella Kearney Natalia Sakelariou 

Emily Castillo Melody Guznay 

Julissa Estrella Johnny Manuel          
Antiche Granadillo 

Austin Powers Layla Bench 

Sienna DeMeglio Emma Halter 

Congratulations to our STAR Students 
for October. We are proud of you! 

Congratulations to our amazing 
Teacher of the Year 

Mrs. Crowther 

and 

Employee of the Year 

Ms. Ponce 
We are proud to have you  

represent Eastbrook Elementary! 
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   Soaring High with Eagle Pride! 

Eastbrook Book Fair 

November 6-10 

Elizabeth Fabian Bella Kearney 

Alessandra Mejia Lily Rosario 

Aria Pranic Nyla Monteagudo  

Jace Servider Jamie Massaro 

Bella Charles Valen Hasegawa 

Diego Tolosa Antonio Ortiz 

Rocco Thomason Noelle Monroe 

Lincoln Kerr Kaleinani Jackson  

Congratulations to our newly elected 

Safety Council Members 
We are excited to have a very special 

council of students to provide feedback 
and suggestions to keep all students and 

staff safe at Eastbrook Elementary. 

We are proud to have you represent 
your classes. 

Get ready! The Scholastic Book Fair is coming 

our way (YAY!). Choosing their own books em-

powers kids and inspires them on their journey 

to becoming lifelong readers. AND—as al-

ways—every purchase at the Fair benefits our 

school.    
 

Here’s what you need to know about the big 

event, which will take place from November 6-

10 at Eastbrook Elementary School. 
 

Say goodbye to cash and hello to eWallet—

your child’s digital payment account. Before 

the Fair, set up eWallet for worry-free, cash-free 

purchases. Anyone can contribute! Share 

each child’s eWallet so friends and family can 

add funds and give your kids more books to 

enjoy. 
 

If you can’t make it to the Fair, then shop at our 

school’s Book Fair online. All orders ship directly 

to your home, and shipping is free for book or-

ders over $25. Every online purchase will also 

benefit our school. 
 

Visit our Book Fair homepage to learn more 

and get started with eWallet and online shop-

ping: 

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/

eastbrookelementaryschool4.   

The countdown to more Book joy is on!  

Catch you  

at the Fair! 

https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/eastbrookelementaryschool4
https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/eastbrookelementaryschool4
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd8x4uv5zTItMEOvwSVHsk-WeMMfayM2UqjlFwGQ1H1akDF_A/viewform
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In honor of... 
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How to make the most of your 
parent-teacher conference 

Parent-teacher conferences can feel nerve-
wracking, but there's no need to worry! Think of 
this meeting as an opportunity to meet with your 
child's teacher one-on-one and to get a compre-
hensive look at what your child's school life is 
like. 
“Your child's teacher is solely dedicated to you 
during your conference time,” says Jaclyn Pear-
son, a 1st grade teacher in Illinois.  
Teachers want to be informed of any changes 
your child is facing in their personal or family life. 
You’ll get a sense of how they behave at home 
in comparison to how they act at school. By 
working together, you and your child's teacher 
can better understand their needs. 
“Don't be hesitant to receive clarification or dis-
cuss an issue that could be better understood 
with face-to-face interaction,” Pearson advises.  
With so much to talk about in so little time, here 
are eight tips to make the most of your parent-
teacher conferences this year: 
Before the Parent-Teacher Conference 
1. Prep Early 
Don't wait until the night before to get organized. 
Create a folder at the beginning of the year in 
which you keep test scores, big assignments, 
and any notes. Don’t worry if you haven't been 
doing that so far — just pull together any materi-
als you have, and jot down questions. 
2. Talk to Your Child on a Daily Basis 
Ask how they're doing in class, and about what's 
going on during lunchtime, recess, and when 
they go to special classes like music or PE. 
Bring any concerns to the teacher’s attention as 
soon as possible-If you wait for too long, the 
teacher may not know exactly what situation you 
are referring to. 
3. Find Out the Communication Protocol 
Don't let conferences be the only time you talk to 
your child's teacher. Ask them how they prefer to 
communicate, whether it's by email, text or 
phone calls.  

During  the Parent-Teacher Conference 
4. Arrive Early (Whether Your Conference Is 
In-Person or Online) 
With only a few precious minutes to spend, you 
don't want to be late and shorten time with your 
child's teacher. 
5. Go in With a Positive Attitude 
The goal of both the teacher and you should be 
the success of your child. Arrive with a compli-
ment to start the conference off on the right foot, 
such as "My son is really enjoying the unit on 
space" or "We had a great time on the field trip." 
Then address any concerns respectfully.  
6. Ask Questions  
While the discussion will likely touch on grades 
and good study habits, you also want to ask 
about the parts of your child’s school life that 
can't be measured by test scores and home-
work, such as character and friendships. 
If you have questions, ask them!  Your child’s 
teachers are just as interested in your input as 
you are in theirs. Here are a couple of questions 
that will spark an insightful conversation about 
your child:  
*Is there a particular behavior you noticed about 
my child? 
*Who are my child’s closest friends? 
*What type of learner is my child?  
Does my child participate in classroom activities 
and discussions? 
After the Parent-Teacher Conference 
7. Follow Up 
If the teacher brings something to your attention 
that needs to be addressed with your child, take 
steps to put the plan in motion, whether it's work-
ing on organizational skills, helping them with 
homework, or talking about a social-emotional 
issue. 
8. Update Your Child on How Things Went 
Start with the positive things their teacher had to 
say, then fill them in on any concerns you and 
the teacher discussed. Explain how you can all 
work together to ensure your child stays motivat-
ed for a successful school year.  
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